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27. — The French Revolution q/"1789, as viewed in the Light of He- 
publican Institutions. By John S. C. Abbott. With one hun- 
dred Engravings. New York : Harper and Brothers. 1859. 8vo. 
pp. 439. 

Mr. Abbott's fidelity, accuracy, skill, and taste in his historical 
labors are too well known to need our indorsement. The volume 
before us seems to us by far the best of his works. His sympathies 
are strongly on the side of the French people in their conflict with the 
throne. He does not indeed deny or justify the atrocities which have 
turned the course of English, and with it of American, historical repre- 
sentation in favor of the effete monarchy. But he justly regards them 
as excesses for which the kings and court minions of preceding gener- 
ations were chiefly answerable, — as the inevitable reaction of a people 
suppressed and cramped and pillaged and outraged by weary cen- 
turies of despotism. To all who take this point of view, or are not un- 
willing to be convinced that it is the true point of view, we earnestly 
recommend Mr. Abbott's book ; to those who are inveterate in their 
adherence to the Anglican versions of French history, the reading of 
it will be lost labor. 



28. — The History of Herodotus. A New English Version, edited 
with copious Notes and Appendices, illustrating the History and 
Geography of Herodotus, from the most recent Sources of Informa- 
tion ; and embodying the chief Results, Historical and Ethnographi- 
cal, which have been obtained in the Progress of Cuneiform and 
Hieroglyphical Discovery. By George Rawlinson, M. A., Late 
Fellow and Tutor of Exeter College, Oxford. Assisted by Col. Sir 
Henry Rawxinson, K. C. B., and Sir J. G. Wilkinson, F. R. S. 
In Four Volumes. Vol. I. With Maps and Illustrations. New 
York : D. Appleton & Co. 1859. 8vo. pp. 563. 

This volume fulfils entirely the high expectations with which its ap- 
pearance has been awaited. Of Herodotus it contains only the First 
Book, in a version which is equally true to the demands of the original 
and the fitnesses of the English tongue, — equally faithful and elegant. 
Of general prefatory matter we have a Life of Herodotus, in part con- 
jectural, a discussion of the sources of his history, and a careful analy- 
sis of his merits and defects as an historian. The text of the transla- 
tion is accompanied by numerous and valuable foot-notes. By far the 
largest portion of the volume is devoted to a series of Essays illustra- 
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tive of the First Book. These cover and elucidate the entire ground 
occupied by the Book, entering largely into questions of geography and 
historical criticism, and presenting copious details of what is known as 
to the religious history of the great Asiatic nations. The engravings 
are not numerous, but occur wherever they are needed, and are uni- 
formly executed with a taste, care, and fidelity in harmony with the 
text of the work. 



29. — Highways of Travel. By Margaret J. M. Sweat. Boston : 
Walker, Wise, & Co. 1859. 

Crowded as the book-market is with records of travel, a new 
claimant to public favor in that department ought to exhibit some 
special title to regard and interest ; and we hesitate not to say, that in 
the crowd there is rightful room and an assured welcome for the 
volume whose early sheets now lie before us, and whose appearance 
will be announced before these pages of ours see the light. Mrs. Sweat 
has indeed passed over for the most part only the " highways of travel " ; 
but she did not, like most American tourists, dash over them as if 
pursued by some dire Nemesis, depending on guide-books to supply 
the numberless lacunae of things not seen. She actually saw places, 
lingered where it was pleasant and profitable to linger, and enjo) r ed all 
that was attractive in her successive places of sojourn. Especially in 
Paris she seems to us to have seen more and better than any other 
recent tourist whose travels have been given to the press. Her de- 
scriptions of buildings strike us as peculiarly happy. They are not 
pseudo-scientific and ostentatiously technical ; nor yet are they sub- 
jective, — full of what she felt under such and such a roof or dome. 
But they give us just the measurement, estimate, and impression which 
we should derive from the calm and unexaggerated oral narrative of a 
person of accurate eye and cultivated taste. 

What a tourist or traveller brings home depends on what he carries 
from home ; and Mrs. Sweat has given us in these pages a rich freight 
from foreign lands, simply because she started on her travels w T ith a 
familiar knowledge of what could be known without sight as to the 
countries, cities, and scenery she was going to visit, and with that high 
and extended general culture which opens the eye and ear, enhances 
the receptivity, and multiplies to an indefinite degree the results of 
observation. Then, too, our author brings to this task an experienced 
pen, the established habit of literary labor, and the prestige of marked 
success in other departments of literature. Her style is simple, easy, 
tasteful and elegant, free from offensive egotism, and yet with just 



